ASSISTANCE: The key to the Preventive System.

The Implementation of the Preventive System demands that the Educator be an Assistant. This is a role that is far more than being a teacher in the classroom or at 'Yard Duty'. It is a role that places the educator into a Religious and Spiritual role with young people. The following notes attempt to explore the role of the Assistant as an Animator of the spirit among young people.

The Assistant as Animator:

· operates according to a way of understanding the human person

· seeks to propose happiness in life as an objective

· uses a method which frees the individual (i.e. which is not paternalistic or constricting).

· establishes a youthful style.

· sets up a strategy which educates in a unified way.

Don Bosco insisted on the importance of the environment as a vehicle for values. He saw this environment as:

· a family spirit between educators and ones being educated.

· a place where happiness and interior calm reign.

· where the young can express themselves freely.

· demanding teamwork and an educative community.

To set up such a climate in a world influenced by so many other agents (for good or for ill), it is necessary to:

· see it as something belonging to the whole community

· involve the young themselves in the process.

· keep close contact with their families.

· look out for gospel elements in that environment.

The educational environment becomes a complete reality involving persons, relationships and organization. 

In the characteristic trinomial (reason, religion loving kindness) of Don Bosco’s Preventive System, reason is the element which binds and regulates the other two. Religion, for example has to be ‘reasonable’. So must affection and kindness. The basis for this reasonableness for Don Bosco is the belief in the inner strength of the one being educated, and his openness to goodness and truth.

Reasonableness is shown in various ways:

· by means of clear ideas and aims accompanied by flexibility towards circumstances and persons.

· the help given to the young to act out of conviction.

· the calm atmosphere created around them.

· the importance given to instruction and cultural and technical formation.

Don Bosco expressed many of his ideas in a letter all about punishments in which he urges that correction be offered in a spirit of reason and loving kindness:

For correction to be educative it is required that:

· it not be harsh

· recourse be had to moral sanctions where possible.

· look for the right moment.

· eventual action to be inspired by reason, love and faith.

Amongst those elements which can be readily translated into today’s terms are:

· reason seen as interpersonal dialogue.

· reason as education to depth.

· reason as initiation into critical evaluation.

· reason as personal awareness and respect for individual.

· reason as a help to the young person in understanding his inner resources.

· reason as functional, flexible and decentralized structures.

· reason as a positive offering.

Don Bosco assigned primary importance to religion, both as a system and in its practice; in conjunction with reason and loving kindness it constitutes one of the basic pillars of human selfhood. Its relationship to the other two elements is that it is their deepest expression.

So, what is meant by "religion"?

In as much as religion is seen as public life, for Don Bosco it meant the living out of the Catholic faith in its doctrine, sacraments, lifestyle.... In today’s more secularized atmosphere, religion is to be understood as the recognition of God as father and the acceptance of a lifestyle in conformity with this conviction.

Amongst the manifestations and religious offerings provided by Don Bosco in his system and educational praxis, we can list:

· the climate or religious environment.
· the religious viewpoint about life.

· solid catechetical instruction.

· religious practice of prayer and sacramental life freely accepted.

· an apostolic outlook, both personal and group.

· the proposal of a personal path to holiness.

The ideal of holiness presented by Don Bosco is one of youthful holiness, and demonstrates certain basic attitudes:

· life as a place for encounter with God.

· Christ to whom life is open and in whom one finds fullness of meaning.

· Human fullness - happiness and commitment to others.

· experience of Church as communion and service.

· vocation..understood as a human and Christian commitment.

· Mary, known as Help of Christians, who has experienced our life and already lived it admirably as a way to holiness.

